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TASTING NOTES 
 

2008 Coonawarra Cabernet Merlot 
 

The 2008 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon was harvested in the cool of the night in 
early  April 2008.The grapes were picked at 14.5 baume at optimum ripeness and 
gently crushed into small fermentation vats. A select yeast was added and the must was 
plunged and pumped over for nine days at 20 degrees. This ensured that we 
maximised colour and flavour extraction from the small berries. 

The wine was then pressed and transferred to new and older Hogsheads for maturation 
for 14 months. The best Cabernet  barrels were selected and blended with a number of 
premium Merlot barrels. The resulting blend is an exceptional Coonawarra regional 
style that will cellar well over the next 5 years. 
 
Variety  Cabernet 90% / Merlot 10% 
Winemaker Roger Harbord 
Region  Coonawarra, South Australia 
Soil Type Distinct Limestone 
Harvest Date 4th April, 2008 
Bottling Date 7th September, 2009 
Alcohol  14.5% v/v 
PH  3.39 
Total Acid 7.45 g/l 
Volatile Acidity .58 g/l 
Total Sulphur 75 ppm 
 

WINEMAKING COMMENTS 
 
Vibrant deep red in colour with a slight purple hue. 

Attractive aromas of red fruits including strawberry and raspberry. �Loads of briar berries on the palate with 
distinct blackcurrants together with a hint of chocolate. The palate is balanced with the oak tannins and finishes 
soft and elegant. Drink now – 2012 

ROGER HARBORD – WINEMAKER 

WINERY MERITS 
 

Roger Harbord is a well-known and respected Barossa winemaker, with over 20 years’ experience, the last 10 
as chief winemaker for Cellarmasters Wines, Normans and Ewinexchange. He has set up his own virtual 
winery as a complementary activity; the grapes are contract-grown, and he leases winery space and 
equipment to make and mature the wines. Exports to the UK, the US, Canada and Singapore. 
 

      James Halliday’s Australian Wine Companion, 2008 edition.  


